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A Jataka Tale

The Young Deer
Retold by Saisingh Siributr
Illustrated by Sutee Thanarach

Translated by J.B. Dhammavijaya

Jataka Pictorial Tales Project
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Preface

The National Identity Board is fully cognizant of the importance of human
resources,- especially children and youth, to national development and the maintenance of national identity
for future generations. Therefore, the Board deems it a necessity to impart ethical concepts and moral
values to them at this early stage in their lives. ‘

The National Identity Board is indebted to Srinakharinwirot University for having permitted
the publication of three Jataka tales: “The Young Deer”, “The King of the Monkeys and the Reeds”,
and “The Lord of the Parakeets” from the Jataka Pictorial Tales Project of its Prasarnmit Campus. Through
this publication, the National Identity Board hopes to share the Lord Buddha’s teachings with a wider
public and, at the same time, to ensure that Thai children and youth are imbued with the moral values

that these lively tales prescribe.

The National Identity Board
February 1995



dwelt in a forest near the city of

% nanud ﬂ’J‘Nd»ﬂﬂi‘;jﬂQ"ﬁd L ~ong ago, a large herd of deer

orvegluthlndngesivngd  fwgnaed

mavmaathnimh  assduaselniln Rajagaha in India. It was led
»

FMYdauing nnaaanemnunueged by a very wise and able king of the deer.

ﬁﬂ’nﬂ’q Vv The king was a good leader and protected his

ge . followers sO ;‘ 'A Jhat they all lived happily

and peacefu
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Funila  winndihudesveanannig One day the king's sister brought her

ihgnnmatieeurhnflawannneveliwgnn young son to him. She asked the king to teach
Svaouirwgainn  swithiinndiems his nephew the Lore of the Deer, the body of
Fnudaseavesnialiungmion knowledge that enables deer to live in safety.
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Fnvzoendu iemiie TudalaGou JaSeu herd, but most of them tended to be lazy and

ﬁ'u"lﬂw uninterested, and none of them had mastered
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The young deer was very easy to teach.
He tried hard. He was diligent, attentive,patient
and self-disciplined. This filled the king with

love and goodwill towards his nephew and he

passed on to the young deer everything he
knew.
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One day, after finishing his daily studies, -
the young deer went out playing with his
friends. In high spirits, the youngsters chased
one another into the forest, bui there disaster
struck. The young deer became caught in a
hunter's snare. Bravely, he called out to his

friends: "Go home quickly, don't worry about
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The lessons he had received frém his uncle
enabled the young deer to keep a clear mind.
He did not panic or struggle. He used his
intelligence to review the knowledge that he
had received and been trained in.

The first thing that came to his mind was
that his uncle had taught him how to sleep in

three positions: on his left side, on his right

.side and kneeling like a cow.
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He remembered that a deer must patiently |
endure. No matter how thirsty he might feel, é’/
deer should wait until after midnight befo;e
going out to drink water, for only then would
he be safe from ferocious animals and from

the hunters, who would have returned to their

homes.
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Then, of course he remembered the most
important teaching of all, that to escape from a
snare one should pretend to be dead. The teach-

ing consisted of six tricks of deceive the

hunter.
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The young deer had not been lying that
way for long when a large number of flies
arrived and started to swarm on the urine and
faeces. A flock of crows also came to keep an

eye on the scene, watching out for the chance

of a meal.
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The hunter arrived, and seeing the young
deer lying still, its body stiff and unmoving,
he assumed that it had been strangled by the
snare. He tapped the deer's swollen belly and
it made a loud pu! pu! sound like a drum. This
convinced the hunter that the deer Was really

dead.
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"That's good! I might as well skin it right
here," the hunter said to himself, and removed
the rope from the young deer's neck.

That was just the moment that the deer
had been waiting for. As soon as the rope was
removed, he gave a mighty leap and dashed
straight back to his mother and his uﬁcle. He

saved his life at t last moment.
Y
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Jataka Tales are stories of the Lord Buddha's many lives on this earth as a Bodhisatta, being destined for
enlightenment, before he became Buddha the Enlightened One.

The Lord Buddha told these Jataka Tales to his followers at different times and different places, to illustrate his
teachings that one must reap what one has sown, that everyone's life is determined by their own Karma or
actions of body, speech and mind. The Wheel of Life must go on until one has attained true purity of heart, the

freedom from all forms of lust, hatred and delusion that is called Nirvana.
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